SELECTIONS. 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PUNJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 29th June, 1872. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tas Nir-ul-Absdr, of the 15th June, reviews the question 
of extravagance at marriages. The w-iter, while admitting 
the evils of extravagance in any form, deprecates the sparing 
and illiberal views which characterize :he measures that are 
being adopted in different places by the originators of the 
reform. For instance, he thinks it extremely improper and 
unwise that the practice of inviting friends and relatives at 
marriages should be abolished. Disunion is a prevailing evil 
among Natives, and if anything serves to promote fellow feel- 
ing and friendship among them it is these festive assemblies. 
To discontinue them, therefore, would be to annihilate the only 
means of promoting what little union now exists among them. 
Besides, even European nations observe the practice. 


For these reasons it is unwise to propose that marriage 
assemblies and entertainments should he discontinued under 
the pretext of extravagance, and that certain limits of expendi- 
ture should be fixed beyond which no man is at liberty to 
spend. To fetter marriages with such strict conditions is what 
no rational man will approve. To this it is owing that some 
officers keep aloof from the committees convened for discuss- 
ing such schemes. 


The same paper has an article on cholera. The object is’ 
to discover the causes why cholera, notwithstanding the great 
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attention which is apparently paid by municipal committees to 
conservancy measures, has now become a prevailing disease in 
all cities and towns. These, according to the writer, are the 
following :— 


(a) Cleanliness is not properly attended to, the lanes and 
bye-streets being allowed to remain filthy. This can be seen 


daily at Allahabad. 


(b) The whole of the land in villages has been brought 
under cultivation, in consequence of which good pasture cannot 
be procured for cattle. The result is that sheep and goats 
have become lean and sickly, and, such being the case, it is 


reasonable to expect that persons eating their flesh must incur 
diseases. 


(c) Groves and gardens have been destroyed, partly by 
zemindars for the sake of tilling the lands occupied by them, 
and partly by the exténsion of railways all over the country. 
Instead of flowers, fields of vegetables covered with manure, 
and cultivated and sown often, so as to afford several harvests 
in the year, are now to be seen in the environs of cities, which 
is injurious in a sanitary point of view. 


(d) Worst of all, instead of dried cowdung, filth is now 
burnt in brick-kilns. This is common enough in Allahabad, 
and is probably done in other cities also. The plan, though 
it has opened a source of income to municipalities, is extremely 
injurious to health, inasmuch as the smoke produced by the 
burning of filth infects the air of the whole city, which of 
course gives rise to pestilential diseases.  # 


‘The Koh-i-Nur, of the 22nd J une, publishes in-its corres- 
pondence two letters in which the same subject is discussed. 


The writers in both instances take a religious view of the 
subject. 


A correspondent of the Rohilkhund A ne of the 15th 
June, writing from Nowgong (Bundelkhund), draws attention 
to a serious case of injustice. The particulars are these. The 
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officers of the 3rd squadron stationed at that Cantonment 


going one day to the cayalry lines for the purpose of inspecting . 


the horses, were escorted by some sowars, who, in the course of 
the inspection, , were ordered to go back, In accordance with 
the order they’ retraced their footsteps, when the Adjutant 
looking at one of them remarked that he walked struttingly, 
and sending for him called for an explanation. The sowar 
replied that he did not strut, but that his gait was naturally 
such. The Adjutant would hear no such excuse, and kept him 
in custody, and, after holding a Court Martial, had him dis- 
missed, and sentenced to four months’ rigorous imprisonment. 


The correspondent remarks that it can be no crime ina 
soldier to walk struttingly. He observes that this is often ob- 
served to be the case, especially in cavalry regiments, and 
thinks that the sentence passed 7" the Court Martial was 
unjust. 


The Urdu Akhbdr, of the 16th June, in a communicated 
article, repeats the complaint noticed by it on a former occa- 
sion (vide p. 717, para. 1 of the Selections for the week end- 
ing 9th December last), as to the behaviour of sweepers, and. 
the troubles caused by it to the people. They frequently 
refuse to remove filth from the houses where they are supposed 
to be employed for several days. 


The writer particularly invites attention to the behaviour 
of the sweepers of Delhi, who are said to be in the habit 
of leaving houses uncleaned for days together, and calls upon 
the magistrate and the municipal committee of the city to 
take the necessary steps. 


The same paper has another communicated article, in 
which the writer draws the attention of the authorities at 


Delhi to the following suggestions :-—, 


(1) The need of erecting a lightning-conductor by ie 
mayun’s mausoleum, situated near thé Arab Serai (Delhi). 
The building is one of the grand monuments of antiquity, and 
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cost: fifteen lakhs. of: rupees, and it 1s. of importance that its 
safety should: he ensured in.the manner suggested. : 


| 2). The necessity. of attending to the cleanliness of the 
lanes j in the Arab Serai, which are kept dirty to the inconve- 
nienge not only of the people living there, but also of the Eu- 
ropean and Native gentlemen who frequently pase through 
them, on their visits to and from Humayun’s. mausoleum and 
Nizam-ood-deen’s durgah. The abuse, attracted the attention 
of Major McMahan, late Deputy Commissioner, who issued 
orders, to the Tehseeldar of Delhi directing him to take steps 
to remove it. ‘The tehseeldar increased the chowkeedaree-tax 
on the houses in the Arab Serai in the proportion of one-half, 
and, with the surplus money thus raised, appointed five sweep- 
ers, at Rs. 2-8-0 each, to sweep and clean the lanes daily. But 
this arrangement served only to burden the poor inhabitants, 
who are mostly cultivators, with an additional tax, and to 
make the sweepers, who, besides the usual allowance of grain, 
&e., which they get from the cultivators, receive a monthly 
nilees: more idle and presumptuous than before. The result 


has been that the lanes remain in such a dis graceful state that 
there i 1s fear of an epidemic breaking out. 


The municipal committee is blamed for paying no atten- 
tion to the cleanliness of the villages in the environs of the 
city, and it is suggested that orders should be issued to the 
Thannahdar of Arab Sérai to keep a strict supervision over the 


sweepers, and inflict punishments on such of them as may be 
found negiigont i in their duty. 


The Karnémah, of the 17th June, in i column of local 
news, writes that that the system of pecuniary advances to 
cultivators set down by the Hon’ble Sir John Strachey, Mem- 
ber of the Governor-General’ s Legislative Council, has caused 
much anxiety to the talookdars and zemindars of Oudh. It 
is said that, though in case of cultivators who do not enjoy 
the right of transferring the lands cultivated by them, apply- 
ing for the grant of an advance, talookdars and zemindars can 


f 
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raise objections on the ground that, in the event of their bein g 
dispossessed of the lands, Government will find it difficult to 
recover the sum advanced ; no such objections are admissiblein 
caseofcultivators who do enjoy the right of transfer, and who 
will take advantage of the new rule to obtain advances from Go- 
vernment without consulting thé will or asking the permission 
of their landlords, and thereby make it bevond the power of the 
latter to dispossess them of the lands held by them uatil the ad- 
‘vance money has been wholly paid up. In this way cultivators 
will possess undue influence, and, under the conviction that the 
talookdars cannot oust them from their holdings, will slight 
their authority. | 

The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 18th June, points out the need of 
cleansing the water in wells at least once ina year. The editor 
is surprised to find that, while measures are taken to prevent 
the air from becoming infected with noxious vapours, no at- 
tention is paid to cleanse the water used for drinking purposes, 
which has no less effect on health than air. So recently as 
last year, it was found at Lucknow that no sooner was the 
water of wells cleansed, than cholera, which was raging at 
the time, entirely disappeared from the city. This shows that 
the municipality of each city should make it a rule to cause the 
water of the wells and tanks within its limits to be cleansed 
each year. sits 
In connection with this subject, the editor also thinks it 
proper to draw the attention of the authorities at Lucknow to 
the fact that the water of many wells in the city, which was 
formerly sweet, has become impure. 


— The Muir Gazette, of the 20th June, learns from reliable 
sources that a dak bag has been plundered near Keerutpore in 
the Bijnour district. The editor remarks that a similar case 
occurred at this place before, in which Umrao Singh and others 
‘were com plicated. In the present instance the charge is said. 
to have been laid against a respectable person. Heis of opinion 
that until full investigations have been made, it is premature 
and unwise to lay the blame on any person, and would recom- 


mend that Ahmed Hussun Khan, Inspector of Police, Shah- 


( 328 ) 


jehanpore, who is an experienced official and expert in detect- 
ing cases, should be deputed to conduct inquiries into the case, 


The same paper repeats the suggestion (often noticed in — 
the Selections) as to the desirability of frequently transferring 
influential officials from one place to another. By remaining 
posted at the same place for a long time they acquire self-con- 
fidence, grow inactive, and indifferent to their duties, and begin 
to oppress the people in vafious ways—a fact fully borne 
out by the example of the Tehseeldar of Shamlee(Moozuffernug- 
gur), whohaseventually been dismissed from Government em- | 
ploy. Thelaw requiresthat changes and transfersof public ser- 
vants should be frequent, and for many good reasons, seeing that 
a frequent change of place makes officials more careful, honest 
and just in the discharge of their duties by renewing their 
hopes and fears. | | 


The Agra Akhbar, of the same date, condemns the procedure 
of the Courts in the decision of criminal cases. It is said to be 
such that proved offenders are often acquitted—a fact which the 
editor verifies by referring to the case of the Afghans at Agra 
(vide extracts from the Agra Akhbdr and the Oudh Akhbar at 
pages 93 and 193 respectively of the Selections for the weeks 
ending 17th February and 13th April last), who, it is said, 
openly commit thefts, and have several times been arrested by 
the police and convicted, but have been acquitted; the Magistrate 


having suspected that the police were on bad terms with the 
accused. : 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Seepree 
(Central Provinces), states that the price of grain has risen, 
and it has not only become scarce, but the little that can be got, 
with the greatest difficulty, isrotten. The writer remarks that 
if grain of this kind continuesto be sold in the market for some 
time, it is feared that cholera will break out in the town. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 21st June, in an article sug- 
gests the desirability of creating a special fund with the pro- 
ceeds from escheats under the name of the Widow and Orphan 
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Fund, and appropriating it for the support of poor and helpless 
widows and orphans. In the time of the ancient sovereigns 
all property which fell to the crown through failure of heirs or 
owners was collected into a fund, which passed by the name 
of Bait-ul-mél (t.e., 2 fund formed out of the value of eschea- 
ted property), and was set. apart for the support of poor and 
helpless persons—a fact which the writer proves by refer- 
ring to a Dustir-ul-Amal of Aurangzeb, where the Emperor 
writes to his Soobah, or Governor of the Punjab, directing him 
to deposit the money and property of a Nazim, who died with- 
out heirs, in the Bazt-ul-mal as being the exclusive right of the 
poor and helpless, and to take care that no part was wasted. 


This was one of the many ways by which rulers of old 
made themselves popular among their subjects, and the 
writer recommends that the English Government should like- 
wise adopt it. Under the existing arrangements, all property 
which escheats to the Government is kept in deposit for a 
~ certain time, after which it is sold, and the money realized 
from the sale is paid into the public treasury, and forms a 
part of the imperial revenue—a course which is objectionable 
in the estimation of the Natives, who think that, according to 
the old custom, it is the exclusive right of poor and helpless 
widows and orphans, who do not earn their livelihood by 


begging. 


The attention of Government is invited to the su ggestion. 


The same paper notices the new rule adopted in the Pun- 
jab frontier districts for ensuring the arrest of offenders in 
cases of murder, which is to inflict a fine on the village in 
which any. such case happens—a plan which compels the in- 
habitants to seek out the murderer and deliver him to the 
police. Only lately when a murder took place near Peshawnur, 
and the offender could not be traced, the Deputy Commissioner 
imposed a fine on the inhabitants of the village where the case 
happened, and the rewalh was that the murderer was at once 
given up. 
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The editor approves of the plan and remarks that, as the 
people of villages through their ignorance often conceal cases, 
which renders it difficult to trace out the offenders, and 
defeats all efforts on the part of the police, it would be well if 
Government were to adopt the same rule in cases which may 
be serious or politically important. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, of the same date, regrets to observe that 
while officials who have no means of patronage, or are truth- 
ful, that is, do not misstate their age, or resort to -artificial 
plans to make themselves appear young, are removed from 
the service under the fifty-five years’ rule, though perfectly 
sound in body and mind, and fit for work, others who enjoy 
patronage, and though old and decrepit and unfit for work, 
are clever in deceiving officers by tinging their hair black 
and using artificial teeth, are retained in office. The result 
is, that while, on the one hand, the honest are unjustly deprived 
of office, and are forced to retire on pension, on the other hand, 
material inj ury is done to the public service, it being unrea- 
sonable to expect that persons who are infirm in body will 
be able to discharge satisfactorily their public duties. 


Under these circumstances, the editor suggests that some 
rule should be laid down requiring all Government officials, 
who may come under the fifty-five years’ rule, to be subjected 


to an examination before allowing them to retire on pension, 
or to remain in the service. 


The same paper denies the statement made by a contem- 
porary that Hindoostanees are wrong in thinking that the 
English Government is catrying away the wealth of India to 
England, as the whole of the money collected by Government 
from the country is spent in it, and that if Indian money is 
imported to England, itis not by Government but by English 
merchants, so that if the people of India wish to preverit the 


efflux of their wealth, they should devote tiomisttves to the 
improvement of Aaa 
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_ The editor remarks that, though this statement mag be 
tyue to.a certain extent, it -is mot altogether right. Nothing: 
is: more true than that every civilian on retiring from service 
carries with him a large sum of .money, often amounting to 
several takhs of rupees. -Natives ef course cannot reveal such 
facts, but the truth must be admitted. The newspapers of 
England disclose the secret from time to time; for instance, 
the year before the last one of them wrote that a civil servant 
had brought as much as eighty-four lakhs of rupees from 
India. 3 e ae . 

Numerous other examples may be given to show that the 
wealth of India flows in abundance into England. _ 

The writer has been informed that'a Political Agent, who 
had cultivated: great friendship with a Native Chief, freely 
borrowed large sums of money from him, and that when, at 
the time of his going to England on leave, the Chief demanded 
repayment of the debt, the official returned no answer, and 
expressed his displeasure at the demand. ‘The Chief had no 
other recourse than to mourn his loss in silence, but his mis- 
fortune did not end here; for it is said that the Political Agent 
is now thinking of wreaking his vengeance on the unfortunate 
Chief for the demand made by him. 


_ An Agra correspondent, of the Koh-i-Mir of the 22nd 
June, reporta the sinking of a ferry boat containing a marri- 
age party in the Chumbul. Nineteen persons, including the 
bride and the bridegroom, were drowned. 


Another correspondent, of the same paper, writing from 
Rabon in the Jullundhur District, while giving credit to the 
- municipality for having made the flooring of that city pueccka, 
complains that one particular spot, viz., that near the Brahman 
Darwaza, has been left unrepaired, and points out the need of 
it being built puccka, especially because, in consequence of the 
water of four mohullas collecting there, 1t rem ains covered 
with slime and filth, thereby causing much inconvenience to 
passengers. 
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A third correspondent of the same paper, writing from 
Doodhiana, states that through fear of any disease breaking. 
out in the annual fair recently held in that city on the occa- 
sion of the anniversary of a saint, the Deputy Commissioner 
took the precaution, besides making the necessary arrange- 
ments for cleanliness, to post a hospital, with a Native Doctor 
in charge, at the place of the fair for the treatment of such of 
the pilgrims as might happen to fall sick, the expense being 
recovered from the proceeds. of a tax, varying from one anna 
to two rupees, levied on the merchants and shopkeepers who 
attended the fair, supplemented by a small sum taken out of 
the presents offered at the shrine of the saint. 


The writer also states that a proposal has been started under 
the auspices of the Deputy Commissioner to open a branch 
dispensary in the city by means of popular subscriptions. A 
meeting was held on the 5th June to adopt measures for carry- 
ing out the project, at which subscriptions amounting to 
Rs. 340 were offered. _ a 


Thefts and burglaries are said to be very frequent in the 
city. | 


The same paper states, on the authority of a correspondent 
at Moozuffernuggur, that thefts and robberies are now very 


prevalent in that district. Three cases are said to have hap- 
pened in a single week, the particulars being as follows :— 


(a) A woman was robbed of her ornaments on the road. 


_ (0) A marriage procession of mahajuns was plundered. 
Besides loss of property loss of life happened, | 


(c) A mare worth Rs. 500 was taken away by thieves 
from a village. } 


The excessive i) umma assessed on the zemindars is said to 
be the cause of the thefts. is eey 


Under the heading “ Tullagunj,” the same paper reports 
the spread of a peculiar kind of fatal disease among cattle. 


Co } 


The same paper draws attention to the trouble and incon- 
venience said: to ‘be suffered by the people of Umritsur in ton- 
sequence of the order passed by the Judge of the Small Cause 
Court requiring that, from the 1st of June, all petitions lodged 
in the Court should be written in English, _ 

POLITICAL (FOREIGN), 


The Marwdr Gazette, of the 17th June, refers to the order 
issued by the Begum of Bhopal to all the jagheerdars and maa- 
feedars subject to her, requiring them to expel all bad charact- 
ers from their respective estates on the ground of their being 
the authors of all criminal cases which happen in them (see p. 
224, para. 3, of the Selections for the week ending 4th 
May last). ~The editor approves of this, and thinks that 
if all Native chiefs and princes were to enforce a similar 
order in their states, an effective check would be put to cri- 
minal cases now common in them. He adds that the Govern- 
ment of Marwar at one time passed an order calling on the 
jagheerdars to expel persons of the Baoree tribe from their 
estates, but without effect, and asks the Political Agent to 
take steps for its enforcement. 


COMMERCIAL. 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the 20th June, praises the Railway 
Inspecting Postmaster, North East Line, for the way in which 
he conducts the management of the Department under his 
control, and the new arrangements made by him for the effici- 
ent discharge of the work connected with his office, by which 
the whole of the circuit over which his jurisdiction extends 
has been divided into three circles, under the charges of as 
many Sub-Inspecting Postmasters, each of whom has a suit- 
able staff of clerks and mail-guards attached to his office. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 21st June, learns from a cor- 
respondent at Roorkee, that a proposal has been started there 
by a committee, with the tehseeldar for its secretary, for raising 
a subscription with the object of establishing an English school 
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in the’town, to’ be ealléd-Orman’s ‘School, in-honor of the hame 
of-Major Orman, the Cantonment Magistrate, who:has been 
proposed as’ its. patron. Meetings were held on the 13th, 19th, 
and 26th.May, and 2nd June, in furtherance ef the scheme. 
The amount of monthly subscriptions raised up ta the last 
mentioned date is Rs. 96-10-0, and there are hopes of more 
money being forthcomin g. 


ta * 


: The Mubhbir-i-Sédiq, of the same date, ‘in its column of 
local news, is glad to state that the Mahomedan School which it 
was proposed to establish in the city (Lucknow) has been open- 
ed. ‘The enterprise is due to the liberality and munificence 
of the Moulvies and the Mahomedan residents. — 

The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the samé -date,. noticed with 
pleasure the setting up of a Sanscrit Journal at Lahore under 
the patronage of the Punjab University. ! ue 
-’ The paper is published monthly, the subscription ° being 
four annas. The first number has already appeared.’ The 


subjects treated in the journal will be news, didactic — , 
poetical compositions, and religious topics. 


The editor welcomes the attempt as a revival of Sanscrit 
literature, and thinks it highly creditable to the people of the 
Punjab to have given a proof of their patriotism m having 
started a project for the resuscitation of thejr national learn- 
ing ;. but regrets that, while the sister-presidencies are mak- 
ing such advances towards national improvement, the North- 


Western Provinces should have been left backward in following 
their example. 
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